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Certificate of Graduation - 2018 Graduation Program 
Requirements 
The B.C. Certificate of Graduation or "Dogwood Diploma" is awarded to students who successfully 
complete the provincial graduation requirements. 

If you are entering Grade 10 or 11 in 2017/18 you are in the 2018 Graduation Program. To graduate, 
you will require 80 credits total – with a minimum of 16 at the grade 12 level, and 28 elective course 
credits. 52 credits are required from the following: 
  

● Two Career Education courses (8 credits total) (replaces Planning 10 and Graduation 
Transitions) 

● Physical and Health Education 10 (4 credits) 
● Science 10 (4 credits), and a Science 11 or 12 (4 credits) 
● Social Studies 10 (4 credits), and a Social Studies 11 or 12 (4 credits) 
● A Math 10 (4 credits), and a Math 11 or 12 (4 credits) 
● A Language Arts 10, 11 & 12 (12 credits) 
● An Arts Education 10, 11, or 12 and/or an Applied Design, Skills, and Technologies 10, 11, 

or 12 (4 credits) 

 
 

GRADE 10 COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

Grade 10 Course Offerings: 
 
The program for grade 10 
students needs to include the 
following: 

● Applied Design, Skills, and 
Technologies and/or Arts 
Education in grade 10, 11 
or 12  

● Career Education 
● Mathematics 
● Science 
● Social Studies 
● English Language Arts 
● Physical and health 

Education 
● One other elective course 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 10 
 
English Language Arts 10 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 9  
 
Each course is comprised of two 2 credit courses taught in a blended model. Students can 
choose one bundle from each of the following bundles in order to meet their English Language 
Arts 10 requirement:  
 
Bundle Option A: 
Composition 10 & New 
Media 10 
 
Bundle Option B: 
English First Peoples 
Writing 10 & English 
First Peoples Spoken 
Language 10  
 
Bundle Option C: 
Creative Writing 10 & 
Spoken Language 10 
 
Bundle Option D:  
Creative Writing 10 & Focussed Literary Studies 10 
 
Composition 10 
Composition 10 is designed to support students in their development of written communication 
through a critical process of questioning, exploring, and sampling. Within a supportive 
community of writers, students will work individually and collaboratively to explore and create 
coherent, purposeful compositions. Students will read and study compositions by other writers 
and consider a variety of styles as models for the development of their writing. The course 
builds students’ writing competencies by introducing them to varied structures, forms, and styles 
of compositions. Students have opportunities to individually and collaboratively study, create, 
and write original pieces, exploring audience and purpose. They also develop their craft through 
processes of drafting, reflecting, and revising. The following are possible areas of focus within 
Composition 10:  
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English First Peoples Writing 10 
EFP Writing 10 is designed for students who are interested in writing for a variety of purposes 
and contexts. This area of choice provides students with opportunities to become better writers 
through the exploration of personal and cultural identities, memories, stories, and connections to 
land/place. Within a supportive community, students will work individually and collaboratively to 
develop their writing skills and create coherent, purposeful, and engaging compositions. This 
course is grounded in the exploration and application of writing processes, inviting students to 
express themselves as they experiment with, reflect on, extend, and refine their writing. The 
following are possible areas of focus in EFP Writing 10:  
 
Creative Writing 10: 
Creative Writing 10 is designed for students who have an interest in creative expression through 
language. The course provides students opportunities to build their writing skills through the 
exploration of identity, memory, and story in a range of genres. Within a supportive community 
of writers, students will collaborate and develop their skills through writing and design 
processes. This course is intentionally grounded in the sampling of writing processes, inviting 
students to express themselves creatively as they experiments with, reflect on and practice their 
writing. The following are possible areas of focus within Creative Writing 10:  
 
Literary Studies 10: 
Literary Studies 10 is designed for students who are interested in the literature of a particular 
era, geographical area, or theme, or in the study of literature in general. The course allows 
students to delve more deeply into literature as they explore specific themes, periods, authors, 
or areas of the world through literary works in a variety of media. Giving students the choice of a 
range of literary topics allows them to follow their passion and at the same time:  
 
New Media 10: 
New Media 10 is a program of studies designed 
to reflect the changing role of technology in 
today’s society and the increasing importance of 
digital media in communicating and exchanging 
ideas. This course is intended to allow students 
and educators the flexibility to develop a program 
of study centred on students’ interests, needs, 
and abilities, while at the same time allowing for a 
range of local delivery methods. New Media 10 
recognizes that digital literacy is an essential 
characteristic of the educated citizen. Coursework 
is aimed at providing students with a set of skills 
vital for success in an increasingly complex digital 
world by affording opportunities to demonstrate understanding and communicate ideas through 
a variety of digital and print media. New Media 10 explores tasks and texts designed to 
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introduce students to the study of New Media. The following are possible focus areas in New 
Media 10:  
 
Spoken Language 10:  
Spoken Language 10 is designed to support students in theri development of spoken 
communication through processes of questioning, exploring, and sampling. The course builds 
student spoken language competencies by introducing them to varied structures, forms, and 
styles of oral compositions and by providing opportunities for students to individually and 
collaboratively study, draft, and use language to create original pieces in a variety of modes. 
This area of choice will also provide students with opportunities for performance, storytelling, 
and public speaking. The following are possible areas of focus in Spoken Language 10: 
 
English First Peoples Spoken Language 10 
EFP Spoken Language 10 is designed for students who are interested in studying First Peoples’ 
oral traditions and in developing their oral self expression and communication in a variety of 
contexts. Within a supportive community, students will work individually and collaboratively to 
develop their writing skills and create coherent, purposeful, and engaging oral texts for a variety 
of purposes. This area of choice will provide students with opportunities for performance and 
public speaking. The following are possible areas of focus in EFP Spoken Language 10:  
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
Physical Education 10 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of PE 9 
This course may be offered with a variety of specific areas of focus depending on student 
subscription. All areas of focus will include the following big ideas: 
 

● Understanding our strengths, weaknesses, and personal preferences helps us plan and 
achieve our goals.  

● Trying a variety of physical activities can increase our chances of being active 
throughout our lives.  

● Healthy choices influence, and are influenced by our physical, emotional, and mental 
well-being. 

● Personal fitness can be maintained and improved through regular participation in 
physical activities.  

● Understanding the factors that influence our health empowers us to take action to 
improve it.  
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These are the courses that may be offered to students: 
PE 10 
Through the broad units of physical literacy, healthy and active living, social and community              
health, as well as mental well-being, the following big ideas will be covered: 

● Daily participation in different types of physical activity influences our physical literacy            
and personal health and fitness goals. 

● Lifelong participation in physical activity has many benefits and is an essential part of a               
healthy lifestyle.  

● Healthy choices influence our physical, emotional, and mental well-being. 
● Healthy relationships can help us lead rewarding and fulfilling lives.  
● Advocating for the health and well-being of others connects us to our community.  

 
Exercise for Life 10 - Level 1 
This is a lower impact course designed for students at a beginner to intermediate fitness level. 
Students will learn about personal fitness and health through participation and goal setting in 
Yoga, Pilates, Swedish ball, Bosu, strength training, Tae bo, step class, cardio, core, nutrition, 
hiking and power pacing. There is an enhancement fee to cover trips to facilities in the 
community: $45 
 
Girls in Motion 10 - Level 2 
This is a higher impact course designed for students at an intermediate to advanced level of 
fitness. It will also involve student led teaching components in some of these areas.  The 
program is divided into the following: aerobic activity, strength training, core conditioning, body 
awareness and nutrition. There is an enhancement fee to cover trips to facilities in the 
community: $45 
Level 1 is not a prerequisite to take this course.  

 
Sport Specific 10 
Prerequisite: Must have 
participated on a school 
or community team 
during the past year in 
basketball, volleyball, 
soccer or with 
permission from the 
teacher. 
 
This course is designed 

for students who want sport specific training in basketball, volleyball, and soccer. This course 
will continue to reinforce and introduce concepts such as fundamental skills, offensive and 
defensive systems, coaching strategies, fitness, weight training, nutrition and officiating.  There 
is an enhancement fee to cover trips to facilities in the community: $45 
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SCIENCE  
 
 
Science 10 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Science 9 

The following big ideas will be covered in Sc 10: 
 
Genes are the foundation for the diversity of  living 
things. 

● Chemical processes require energy change  
            as atoms are rearranged.  

● Energy is conserved and its transformation 
can affect living things and the environment 

● The formation of the universe can be 
explained by the big bang theory 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MATH  
 
 
Foundations of Mathematics and Pre-Calculus 10 
Prerequisite: A grade of 67% or greater in Math 9 is recommended for success 
 
The following big ideas will be covered in Foundations and Pre-Calc 10: 

● Proportional comparisons can be made among right triangles, using trigonometry. 
● The meaning of each operation, including powers, extends to algebraic expressions. 
● Rate of change is an essential attribute of linear relations, and as meaning in the 

different representations, including equations.  
● Operations between polynomial expressions are connected and allow us to make 

meaning through abstract thinking. 
● Analyzing simulations and data allows us to notice trends and relationships.  
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Workplace Mathematics 10 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Math 9 
 
The following big ideas will be covered in Workplace Math 9: 

● Proportional comparisons can be made among right triangles, using trigonometry.  
● Understanding operations helps when working with formulae and unit conversions. 
● Many relationships can be modelled and interpreted using graphs.  
● Varying the transversal allows us to notice angle relationships.  
● Analyzing simulations and data allows us to notice trends and relationships.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
Social Studies 10 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of SS 9 
 
This course focuses on Canada and the world from 1919 to the present. The following big ideas 
will be covered in Socials 10: 

● Global and regional conflicts have been a powerful force in shaping our contemporary 
world and identities.  

● The development of political institutions is influenced by economic, social, ideological, 
and geographic factors.  

● Worldviews lead to different perspectives and ideas about developments in Canadian 
society.  

● Historical and contemporary injustices challenge the narrative and identity of Canada as 
an inclusive, multicultural society. 
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CAREER LIFE EDUCATION 
 
 
Career LIfe Education is a required course for 
grade 10 and offers students individual 
opportunities to acquire the knowledge and 
competencies necessary for success in school, 
in the workplace, and in their daily lives.  Some 
big ideas of the course are: work-life balance, 
personal networking, factors of career planning, 
the global economy, and steps of goal setting. 
 
 

LANGUAGES  
 
Second languages become an elective after grade 8. Some universities require that students             
have a second language to the grade 11 or grade 12 level to meet general or specific admission                  
requirements.  Refer to university and other post secondary institution calendars for specifics. 
 
 
Core French 10 
The following big ideas will be covered in French 10: 

● Listening and viewing with intent 
strengthens our understanding and acquisition 
of French.  

● Expressing oneself and engaging in 
conversation in French requires courage and 
risk taking.  

● Acquiring a language can shape one’s 
perspective, identity, and voice.  

● Acquiring a language provides us with 
new opportunities to appreciate and value 
creative works and cultural diversity.  

● Acquiring French opens the door to 
interacting with the Francophone world.  

● Acquiring French allows us to explore career, travel, personal growth, and study abroad 
opportunities.  
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Italian 10, or Spanish 10 
The following big idea will be covered in Italian 10/Spanish 10: 

● Listening and viewing with intent supports our understanding and acquisition of a new 
language. 

● Language strategies help us acquire a new language and understand a variety of 
messages. 

● Stories help us make connections and communicate ideas in a meaningful way. 
● Expressing ourselves in a new language requires courage, risk taking and perseverance.  
● Creative works allow us to experience culture and appreciate cultural diversity in an 

authentic way.  
● Acquiring a new language provides a unique opportunity to interact with diverse 

communities.  
 
SECWEPEMCTSIN (Shuswap Language) 10 
This is a language course for those who are interested in learning the Shuswap language. It is                 
open to all students and as an accredited course, meets second language requirements. It will               
introduce students to the vocabulary, grammar and sounds of the traditional Secwepemctsin            
language. 
 

APPLIED DESIGN, SKILLS, AND TECHNOLOGIES 
 
Prerequisite: none 
 
The following ADST courses all include the following curricular competencies in design: 
Defining, Ideating, Prototyping, Testing, Making, and Sharing. These course choices will also 
include opportunities for students to 
develop new skills and technologies 
specific to different subject areas.  
 
ADST: Culinary Arts 10 - Foods 11 
Students will be expected to know the 
following: 

● safe food handling and personal 
safety  

● food service tools and equipment 
• units and types of measurement  

● types, varieties and classifications 
of culinary ingredients  

● components of food cooking methodology  
● elements of professionalism in a food service kitchen  
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● First Peoples food culture and traditions  
● food products available locally from agriculture, fishing, and foraging 
● This course has a fee of $45.  

 
ADST: Textiles 10 
Students will be expected to know the following: 

● natural and manufactured textiles, including their origins, characteristics, and care  
● hand and machine construction techniques for producing and/or repairing textile items, 

including First Peoples textile practices  
● strategies for altering patterns and upcycling  
● principles of design used in the design of a textile item  
● environmental and ethical factors that influence textile choices and the impact of those 

choices on local and global communities 
● This course has a fee attached of $20. 

 
ADST: Art Metal 10 Level 1   
Students learn to apply problem-solving practices to produce artistic artifacts in the metal shop.              
Work procedures and shop routines will be taught and demonstrated as needed to ensure a               
safe work environment. Shop skills will be demonstrated as needed to ensure a safe work               
environment. Shop skills will be taught with an emphasis on safe procedures. Possible projects              
could be: Investment Casting (Silver ring), brass jewellery, pewter casting, aluminium casting,            
stain glass, glass etching, and sculpture.  
Course Fee:  $35. 
 

ADST: DRAFTING 10 (4    
Credits)  (1st year DRAFTING) 
This course develops students'    
computer aided drafting skills    
while exploring mechanical,   
pictorial, and architectural   
drafting. Students will gain    
knowledge in 2D and 3D     
working drawings, residential   
construction practices,  
mechanical design and house    
design. Students will also have     
an opportunity to design and 3D      
Print and Laser Cut / Engrave      
many of their projects. Come     

develop the skills that you will need if considering a job in architecture, drafting, industrial               
design, or engineering. 
Regardless of your grade, if this will be your first time taking Drafting, enrol in Drafting 10. 
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